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S L EVALUATION \REPORT
.‘ s ,. . . OF . 7 . . .1
’ . ' TMOUTH'S A BETTER CI{ANCE' PROGRAM ¢
November 4, 1976 ) .
. . . . i ;\\
In response to.a request by the Director, Office of Ihdian Education Programs,

1

an evaluation was con"duizted on the ABC Program administered by the New
England Regi'onal ABC Office headquartered on the campus of Dargnouth College

at, Hanover,' New Hampshire. Arrangements were made with Mr. Flqu)Brady, .

~

Ditector of the New Eng'.lan& Regional ABC 'Program to. visit ABC °‘staff, manage-

ment, students participating in (éhe proéram at Nonthfield-Mt, Hermon,
. 4 . . . . ~ v e .

' Massachusetts and WoodstOck,\ Vermont, staff of the Na.tive American Studies

Department at Dartmouth, and other, interested students, citizens,e and members
\J

of tbe community., This xreport tonsists of 17 parts, each comprised of at

-

least two separate statements entitled, Observation (s} and Recomendation(s) ’

and whéré applicable, a.third statement, Option(s), will be. included. S
i e SR H
N N . - < . N s =
NI THE EVALUATION .
- '. . - . - .6
. B . 4 ¢ a

" I. Communications (Observation) ,' . R ' .
_ There is vfsfry little evidence to support any resembLanQe of.."open com-
mun.zcation" between the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the regional officé

: of ABC at Dartmouth, or from the national office of ABC in Boston, with o

Area Offices, Agencies, or tribal- organizations explaining objectives, o ¢

Bl

\ ‘rationale, philosophy, and opportunities. the ABC Program's‘offer to . .
. ' o (3
Native American students. Consequently, the number of studente‘ parti-' _&

&

cipat.ing in the two ABC Programs compared to the n'umber of spaces - o
. R A ¢ ©

‘available is quite small. . S e




IrI.

. expenses of these students.

* .

+

Programs sometimes suffer from lac]> of partiéi‘pation simply because

-

\ . . . . '
people throughout the country are not inf&rmed as to various oppor=

. L .

K
tun'i\'t‘ies afforded Indian yauth.

-
°

Recommendation: Every effort should be extended immediately by official

]

1.

of all parties concqrned to open up comzmznications and elizru.na‘?:e problems

that have cropped up in the past concerning information pertaining to

o

opportunities offered by the ABC- Program, and how the program can pro-
i

vidd educ:ational opportunities for intereste&i l‘ndian youth. ,' ‘

.
A

N -

Coninunioatignﬁ and/public relations go hand-in-hand. ]anh will fail _

Public Relations (Observation)
without the support and cooperation of the other.l The ABC School at

Northfield-Mt. Hermon Iza's six students at the present time, However,
4

.

the* admnistration and staff at this schoof{are prepared for 25 parti-

L4 . Y

cipants if arrangements are made properly and problems concerning fund-
ing are decided earlier than they have\been during the present l976-77

sohool year. A private school canpnot wait until’ three months after

L3

the beginning of the school year to determine if students are going

to participate or If funds are going to be allocated to help defray
. . \ -~ f \

<

/

Recommendation:" Again, everg effort should be extended izmnediately by .

offiqials of all parties ooncerned to oreat'e a good puklic relations

program to eliminate problem.s that have ordpped up in the past concern-

ing information pertaining to” opportunities offered by the ABC Program,

and how the program can provide eduaationa 1 opportunities for interested

Indian youth. . v ) ' . T '

-

>

]
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'S

Optéon.- ':S'eé Appendix #1, Objective and Operating Plan for 1977,

which may help to eliminate this problem. . . ' °

v

- T

III. Proposal Submission (Observation) , -

-, ‘ '

. The proposal submitted to the Office of Indian Education Programs Hn

Wasbington, D C., from the New E'ngland Regional ABC office at

.?\

Dartmouth College was dated September 1, 1976. This 1s approximately ¢

' the same time as the present l976-77 school yJar Started. Needless

N Q

to say, the decision as to whether tb fund this program has not been

determined as of this date. Eowever, in the interim, students, staff,

[N

.. and administrators bave been trying to operate in a vacuum, witb sgrious

: questions as_to how long it will be before decisions are made concerning/

/ these two progran_z’s.,’ PR T

b g \ ‘ . P ) “‘
“Recommendation: See Appendix 41, ObJective "and Operating Plan for 4977,
e \

which will eliminate this problen.” A A .
. A y " B Q': . S . > o
Iv. nding Deadline (Observation} ' . L -

As'stated. above, 'the proposal submitted to the Office of‘Indian Education
Programs on September 1, 1976, has not been funded as of this date.
. 2

Conseqqently, students, staff, adnunistrators, add programs suffer

/ '
" from the tardiness and the clouds of indecision tha generate a feel-

- !

ing of frustration for the clients. Six students are now participating
in tbe Northfield-Mt Hez;mon ABC Program, and the. school is prepared

+ for a’ maximum of 25 participantss. Since they are a private institution,

w [

tbey can ill-afford wa:iting several months for officials in the BIA to

+ -

decide whether ‘or not specific programs Will (o\r. will not. be allocated

funds for the present fiscal yeaf ' '




o

V.

. Recommendation:

‘discussed as- a possibility for the future,

~

[ 14 ’

-4

A

o
.

See Appéndix #1, Objectfve and Operating Plan for 1977,

which will eliminate this problem. . . o
1 . ) -
Recruiting (Observation). ' ' B

» e,

At the present time, in both of the ABC Programs dpserved, approximately

- - A

50 percent are Navajo, 45 percent Hopi, and the remaining fJ.ve percent

consist of Laguna, New York and North Dakota people. This snall tribal

participatiqn can be attributed directly to Items #l and #2, Conmunica-
3‘ T
tions and Public Relations. People in the field‘imply do not have the »

information or are not J.nforme%of the educational op'portunities offered.
N . < ¢ B -

* ~ .
to Indian. youth who participate in the ABC Programs. «

.
= LY

Recommendation. See Appendix #1, Objective and Operating.Plan for 1977,

which will help to eliminate this problem.
- 1.
Orientation Program (Observation)

< -
4

This section is not a reality at the present time and has only been

Howevez;, if an individual .

considers Itgms #1, #2, and #5, the orientation program‘aspect looms
as a key to eliminating these three problem areas.

ducting several orientation programs would ‘be - more than justified,

- add lustre to the ABC concept, “but most important of all, provide

' . . N ’ - ‘ 5
educational opportunities for many more students that may not };ave‘ A
those: opportunities at the local level at the present time.- f:’f

- i ¥
A2
,.

a .
K

See Appendix #1, Objective and Operating Plan\.for 1977,

- '

Recommehda tion:

wluch will help to eliminate this problem. .

‘ 4
Y

Student’ Screehing. (abser(ration) .

$

Students are screened

*

e
No problems with the student ’screening process.
.\

. L

The-cost ofA con- E\ )

v
.

i




. in ‘Boston then forwarded to the Regional Office, and then folders are-

e sent to the local school level w:here final selections are -made, ' Every

. : effort is made to fit the student into the programs and the environment

-,

which best fits his\zneeds. ’,

’
-~ .

[N .
3

, A . . 3
* Recommendation: None . j’

- M . Q

-~ . .

_ VIIT. School Selection (Obseﬁa-tim) ce et

144 . s N < . . e ) R B
%a%g No problems' with 'ﬁI;ekg’chool selection process. Indgvidual students in

o® “ e W

both ABC Brograms seemed very satisfied with their school, commnities,’

L)

S s ’ - ' Iy
staff, peer group, academics, extra-curricular activities, etc. .
_ . .
\Recommendation: None ‘ . Ao .l
. * . . ’ . +

. . .
e N > .
\ )
B
- -
o

IX. Academics (Observation) | . : ) $
. TWhat is the most difficult subject you have had éihco_ you entered

the ABC Program?" was asked each partioi}ént in both ABC\PfogrEms.‘

}e’ answer was unanimous. All stuydents have difficulty with English

’ 7
A}

- . aomposition. They can express themselves verbally but have difficulty | ’

. |
¢ expressing themselves in'writing. This seems to be the majer problem ‘

with each participant. The academic program of each school visited co

i
i

- is a firm reminder of the "Basic 3R's" and the more traditional ‘ |
. - 1

I "solid subject curriculum" which has been diluted with more popular

educai:iorial termino_log_y expresse‘d‘ in the' school systems today. The

ABC participants have no diffi_culty with the other academic portions -~
of the program. ’ - ; ' -7
Recommendaton: None, Keep up the good work! ¢

=




Extra-Curricular Activitiles (Observation)

. [
o

No problenf’with the extraf-'curricu_lar activities offered by the twa

ABC schools that were observed. All students agreed that they,ﬁad

, ’ . \ .
” ’

. ample opportunities to participate’ in a variety of activities after

schoo? and on weekends.

L4 .

Recommendation :‘ None, keep up the goo(l work!

v .
hd v .

'Correspondence from Home (Obsefvation)’

Nearly 100 percent of the students expressed th;ir concerns abeut the
. » i

lack of*correspondence from home. Some ‘of the Navajo students had

3

received’a supply of pinon nuts and were enjoying their limited supply. *
/

Other students were curious about any type of news fronr ‘their homes .

< ~

They were interested in anything ranging from *the outlook for a good
ﬁ «
pinon harvest , to the Univers:l.ty of Néw Mexic‘é"‘f?o’tball team, to the

R weather Conditions in Various parts of New Mexico. and Arizona.

{

\ ¢ .
Recomme{zdation:' Ev effort should be extended by adults at the local-

.level to encourage immediate family and friends to mainlaaih correspon-
's , s
& dence with the students participating in the ABC Programs. This en-

o ragement cou,ld come from the local commuhity, schools, Agencies, .
ooy

Y

Areas, cHurches, friends, etc. When students are away f'rom their home

]

commnities, any ﬁetter\received is de’e'gb‘y appreciated.
. X g;w

Newspapers (Observation)

There was ‘no e;idence of newspapers from any of the students’ home

. - -~ \ . .
towns. Every Navajo student asked why they could not get copies of the
' ‘ * . . . -
Navajo Times. This appears to be a breakdown in communications and

public relations indirectly involving the lack of funding through the BIA.

T




XITf.

Northfield-Mt. Hermon is 19 students under the maximum enrollment. If

_concentrated professional approa'qh Beginning\at the’ Jlocal level, in-

. e e . . )i - 8 .
cluding management of the ABC Program and of the Bureau of Indian °*

xIv.’

.. * \ }‘y‘ . . . ﬂ'/.‘ 0 ‘:

- “\ . -
Maximum Enrollment (Observation) - . / 1

. ] v ] /’

edycational opportunities are available and professional educators do

L O - /o .

not take every opportunity to fill'all vacancies, this is a disservice .
o . - . b N ‘ . ! /

to the young people that we are professionally obligated to serve. -

L e . /
Again, no particular individual nor organization is to blame. With a C

. /e

' in)
Affairs, these problems can arnd will be solved in the immediate future.
. ( ;

N . / .
If students are qualified for this program and have the ‘4nner ‘desire

to obtain a solid college~prep academic program, then we, as profes-

sional educators are remiss in part of our duties to help these students
v :

take giant steps in fulfilling their dreams and their ambitions If-

/ .
people are not Willing to help young people in their educatidhal en-
> \ . - P
~deavors\\then perhaps, these same people are in the wrong field

. / . o
Recommendation: See Appendix #l, Objective and Operating Plan for 1977,
° / o

®
>

wnich will help to‘eliminate.this problem. . ’
) . / . . . ' | .
Student Comments (Observationo ) ) ) . : s
tvery student that is now participating in the two ‘ABC Programs is very .-
satisfied tnus farf Eacn/student 1ndicated they’® would like to see more

’

participation from oth c students from,their own tribe. Some students

indicated~the acad ‘school year was a long, long time to be away ~ -
from their home, family, and friengs, with only one break for Christmas = .
vacationf‘ // ’ ) T .o

Recomﬁendation// If the previous recommendations in the repo}t are con-
. - ‘

sidered, the/student comments wil? be cdlarified.



3

XV, S‘uziervisorg Comments (Observation)

The supervisor of the Reg-'ional ABC Office at Dartmouth has éxpressed

© !

- his views pertaininé to the values stidents received from participating

’ in the ABC Programs. However, frustrations do exist with the delays in

f'unding, lack of participation, communications, public relations, etc..
3

. All of these concerns _have been expressed a number of times and the

same frus}igations continue to proil and will continue until decﬁsions

/

are made “in Washington, D. C.,-whigh will determine the fate.of the

-~

“ABC Program for Indian youth. - . ¥
L . .

Recommendation: See Appendix #1, Objective and Operating Plan for l977 ’

-which will hel to izzu’.nate these roblems

XVI. Teacher.Comments’ (Observation') . ) '

e . .

. y s :
Teachers assoclated with the l‘ndian participants of. these two AB(J

Programs are 100 percent in support of the aims, obJectives, philosophy,

K and opportunJ.ties presented to the participants in these programs. How~'

a

ever, they are very frustrated in the time delays for funding the pro-

«

gram for the l976-7‘7 school’ year, as these delays cauze a decline in

<«

enrollment as stated earlier in this report, because private schools

cannot %erate efficiently with empty beds in the dormitories. Two
. -~
teachers expressed themselves with a lack of audio-visual materials 5

and textual materials available concerning Indian people of North
- ' . y !
America. . . - Q

.

Recoai'nendation: I personally gave‘ these teachers names, addresses, )

.

telephone numbers of individuals who would be resourceful in this area.
®

With better communications and public rflations, this problem can be

eliminated in the very near future

-8~ | i

-




XVII. Expand and Regionalize ABC (Observation)

for the Ind lead ft .5“ \ 7
EKCOI e J.anl eaders o omorrow‘_‘ 12

wll Toxt Provided by ERIC

. [y

‘'wo professional educators suggested the ABC concept be expanded by con; -

tracting with pr}vate schools in Albuquerque, Santa Fe, or Denver so the

students would not be physically removed so far, from home. The BIA school

M ~
A 0 & v a hd

tsgstem does have the facilitles, resources,” and some personnel that are

B

‘capable‘of handling the ABC Program closer taQ home. However,‘questions-

‘do arise as to whether the curriculum.would meet their individual academic\

] N B s ‘ ) ‘

needs, the staff would meet the needs, and the administrators would be able~ |

to cope with academically successful students on a limited basis. These -

. ! . v ° .
° people also feel it is robbery to remove talemted students from the home

.
t

environment and traﬁsplant them 2,400 miles away in a.-completdly foreign

,environment. However, it should be pointed out that these- students, even
\ w @ t

though they are traneplanted»hundreds of miles away from.home, may have a

s ) ® °
better atmosphere for learning to take.their place without interference
' ° o
- - . -
from home, community, family, relatives and othe? tribal groups who may

' . P ’ .

tempt these students into social conditions that may not be desirable.

\« . / N * R .
Recomnmendation: None. Item #15-is a .decision that must be considered
. ‘ - \ *
within theOffice of Indian Education Programs. . 2 .
. . A ' . ‘

CONCLUSION : ‘ ,

. 4 -

v

A Y

Financing educational programs ;s very expensige. Excellentacademjc programs

are ver§ difficult to identify. Educatiopal opportunities are ai‘gdant., Gifted

-

students are ‘the minoritg in the educational spectrum. It is difficult to

-

obtain decisions relative to government at the veig best. It is disgraceful .

-t .

that educatlon%f“opportunﬁles,for Indian youth are nearly strangled and smothered

be;ause of the financing for these programs 1is delayed. "People-to-people )
. AN
relationships" could be revltalized througp the transfusion of mutual respect,

v

cooperation, and understand which would provide a.solid educational background

.
-~ s

14 L

M -
. 9 .. ""?‘fﬁ
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“ ne AEeMrMy’b‘?”"‘ _ _—

Do.c-Fm fu '4‘ Néam*«d‘,l"‘ S

RELoieber=Pr50E, to evaZuate the ABC Program aa}mnwtered Dy the u’ew N .L
Engldnd Regional ABC Offwa neadquqrtez'ed on tne dcmpas of D outn

College at Hanover, New H 7 ghirg: Arrangements’ with ¥ R
Mr. Floyd Brady, Dv,rector Vew lmglamd Region ABCA .o “visit ABC staff, ‘

management, 8tudents partmpatmg in the AB%- program at ?Iorthfzeld -
Mt. «Hermon, Massacnusetts, and Woodstock, Vemore‘: staff of the dativé
. American Studies Departmm’b at ﬁca'bnouth, and other, interested students,
- oitizens, and members of tie cor;mmz Thés eport will comnat of approxi-
mately 17 parts, unil&ch of at least
eeparate statements entitled OBSL'RVATIO‘I(S) and RECOIBiS:DATION(S) hoever,,

where apEZ itcavle, a third statememf will Be z,wluaedaa—OPE‘iOHS-éS';- "

Thc. Lyt > Cevder
MJU;‘:’ICAT%OJS (OBSERVATION) . . . , ) ' N
lr‘;\} There is very Zzttle evidence to aupport any resemblance of - R .
\& "open commmication” between the Bureau of Iddian Affairs, the~ :
o ' regwnaZ of fice of ABC .at Dartmouthn, or from the *national offzces

of ABC in Boston, with Area.Offices,  Agencles, or tribal organi- -- .
) . aations eachazmng ob;]ectwes, raiopale, pm’jZosop]zy{ and oppor- . ;. i
s ‘ tunities tie ABC Programs’offer to datwe students.
. Consequently, the number of otudents partiefPating in the two ABC
s . Bmgrcuns compaz'ed to the mmoer of 3paces avazlcwle 18 quite emall
Proygrans gometimes ouffar fr }1? &aek of parttmpatwn 3uany because 0
oL people tirougiout the country .are not informed as 1;0 vmous . .
. appaz-tumtws a;rfozfdad Indmn yQuth !~, B T R S

X

“ e

RE’C 41:" IDATION: Every effoz't 8nouZd be exténded uwnedwtely by -
o?f:zicw' 78 oF all parties eoncerned to open up cammmications and

eliminate problems that have. ‘eropped up in the past concerning -
“information pertaining to opportunities offered by ‘the BREC Program
i - ‘and how the M Program cqn,provide e{dmatwnal opportumtws for
. +f mi:erested Indian youth., * _ :

b

- PUEIC FELATIONS (ozzsmmﬂo‘u . o

Communications: and Public )?elatwns go nancl-zn-hand E'ach will

MY
\ \‘\'Ae .

I

' ,
~ 0‘ et fail without the leupport and aoaperatwn of the other. The ABC - g
Senool at Northfield-it. Hermon has six students at the presant
. Q . . B T, . ' : \ "
ERIC . - - ’ S ' o
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. . are
_ time. Howsver, the administration and steff at this school !
* prepared for 25 participants if arrangements are made properly
" .+ and problems concerning funding are decided earlier tnay.they
: have been duwing the present 1376-72 gohool Year.'. A private’
school cannot wait wntil three months after thewbeginming of
the sghool year to determine if students are going to partici-'
pate or if funds are going to be allocdated to help defray '
' expenses of ‘these students. . NI .

RECOMMENDATION: Again, every effort should be extemled immedi-
ately by officials of all parties sconcerned to create a good .
public relations program to eliminate problems that have cropped '
up in the past .concerning informatian pertaining to opportunities
- S . offered by the ABC Program,and how tne ABT Program can provide
” educational opportunities for interested Indidn youth,” ™" .
-OPTION: See Appendiz #1, Objective and Operating Plan for 1977,
_—re ot - ‘g e . P
which may help to eliminate this proalem&

ITI. PROPOSAL SUBMISSION (OBSERVATION)
- . .
The propoeal submitted to th¥ Office of Indian Education Programs
- in Washington, D.C., from the dew Englénd Regional ABC Office at M
DarZmouth College was dated September 1, 1976,  This is approxie
- mately the same time as the present 1976-77 School Year stqrted.
. Needless to aay, tne dscision as to whether to fund this progran
. .has not been determined as of .this date. - However, in the interim,
etudents, staff, and administrators, have been trying to operate in ¢
a vacwum, with cerious questions as to how long it will be Defore
decteions are made conceriing these two programs: thas-ofien P
by mistes—foT Tt e : N

L ]
v

‘ RECOMMENDATION:. Seé Appendiz #1, Objective and Operating Plan
v for 1977, whigh will eliminate tuis problem.

IV. .FUNDING DEADLIVE (OBSERVATION)
A — b Y2 . . \

. As stated sn#; the proposal eubmitted to the Office of Indian i

> " . Bducation Prograns on Septémber 1, 1976, has not been funded-as

‘ of this date. Consequently, students, staff, administrators, and

- prograns_sufiexr, from the tardiness and the clouds of indeaision
that generate a feeling of frustration for the clients.. *Stx 8tu--
dents arse now paggtjo‘ipating in tha lovth fieid=Mt. Hermon ABC Pro-

+ gram,and thexsﬁge prepared for a maximm of 25 participants. .
Since they are a private institution, théy can ill-afford waiting
for several months for officials in the DIA to decide w?;ez?':w‘r or’

a not speeific programs will or will not be ablocated funds for the -
present fiscal year. e T . .

{ N .

v

4 P

{ : - .

: RECOMMEWDATION: See Appendiz #1, Ohjective and Operating Flan “Jor
. ‘ 7977, which will eliminate this problem. -

{ , * , ' N ' i
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v, RECRUTTING (OBSERVATICN)

At the present. tims, in both of the ABC Programe observed approxi-
mately 50 percent are iavajo, 45 percent Aopi, and the remaining

" five percent consist of Laguna, ilew York and lorth Dakota people.
This smgll tribal participation can De attributed directly to Items
#1 and 4L, Communications and Public Relations. Peopla in the
field simply do not have the information or arve not _informed of the
educational opportunities dffered to Indian youth @a participate. in
the ABC Programs. g L ® '

~

. L 4
4

RECOMMEWDATION: Seé Appendiz #1, Objectivd and Operating Plan for *
1977, wnich will halp to eliminate this problem.

. | .
- " VI.. ORIENTATION PROGRAM (i OBSERVATION)
. ' This beotion ig not a reality gt the present time and has only been
discussed as a atbility for the future. However, if an indivi-
" dual considers s #1,4'2, and i#3, the Orientation Program aspect
« looms as a key to eliminating these thres problem areas. The cost s
of conducting several frientation Programs would be more than Justi-
fied, add lustre to the ABC concept, but most important of all,
provide edacational opportunities for many more $tudents that may :
not have those opportunities -dt the local level at the present time.
. ¢ ‘o . . ¢
RECOMMENDATION: See Appendiz i1, Objective and Operating Plan for
1977, wiich will help to eliminate this problen. - .
[ 4

«

VZOU, STUDENT SCREENING (OBSERVATIOW)
o -

‘ ' gppticr T
-No problems with the student® scraening ’grzszgs; Simdawts ar%__screenpd E

in Bpston thén forwarded to tine Regiong folders aressent to

. _ the local school level unere the final deedsions sre-madedui=tec_solec-
Ty i e 1o BOOMOPWOOSGS. Lvery effort is mads to fit the student into the programgs  ~
* and the enviromment which best fits nig needs. ’ v

‘

RECOMMENDATION: Nona.

SCHOOL_SELECTION (OBSERVATION)

No problems witn the school selection.progcess. ~ip- b
individual studentsin both ABC Programs,.and-bhey seemed very
satisfied vith their school, communities, staff, peer.group, acade- -
-mies, extra-curricular activities, ete. _ oo

RECOMMENDATION: Nome - ’

- ACADEMIC'S ( OBSE'RI\’ATION) ' ol o

T asked phe same question of each of the participants of both AEC '
Programs. Tha question wae, "What is the most difficult subject
St you have had since you entered the ABC Program?| .The answer
S was gaked Lacks paloccpr ot ok T
S S NS PM%AW g - >
- . . . .“";15' . )?\Yw

.o L
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- . ti?\’r > o . \\} N & . . .
« ' : B \
|- \ was ,unaminoua. ALl students have (f‘bff"bculgy with Inglish coinpo- -
gition. Thgy can expre ¢hemsawes varbally buy tiz mmcuz;%u
- jbo-express mselvea urit 6 \Sariiaeds tha major

',\. ' Xo

‘ /’ REC‘OHEVE':IJA'TE'DHTION' Hone, Keep up the good work!
\

— proolem with each ’Partibwmt. The academic program of each

school visited 1alfirm rezgmdar of the "Basic 3R's" and the mere .
traditional "Solid Subject Curriculum” which has been diluted »
with more popular educational temmolagy expressed in the achool

systems today. Thé ABC participants have no difficulty with the

' othep academic portions tiey ave—served—wivh-omaratiy-baste,

o LA pnaﬁ'\wa :

EXTRACURRIC’ULAR AC‘TIVITIZ’S ( OBSERVATION)

No problem mtk he extracurricula acmvitws of fered by trze\two T,
ABC schools that weve observed. AT dtudants agreed that-they :
Jad -anple opportumtws to pari:iczpate in a variety of actw ties .
after_school and on weekends. .

i

RECOMENDATION: llone, Xeep up the ‘gaod ugork!! N

CORRESPCIDEICE PROH HOME ( OBSERVATIOII) .

rﬂearZy 100 percent of tae atudeni:s expressed thew cancemaabout
thé lack of correspondence J‘I’Oﬂ home. “Some of the thpago students

» " had received a supply of pinom nuts and were enjoying their limited

XIZT.

suppZJoW Otiher gtudents were curious about

any type of news from their hcmes. TRey were interested in_gny-

thmg ranging from the outlook for a good,pinon harvest, to Unwer- ‘
m.ty of Hew Mexico football team, to the weather conditions in

various parts of Jew Hexiao and Ariazona.

@COMMDATIOH : Every effort should be extended by adulta at the
Tocal level to éncourage inmediate family and friends to maintain
correspondence with the students participating in the ABC Programs. 3
This encouragement could come from the local community, gchools,
Agencies, Areas, churches, friends, eta¢. ‘When students are .na'nd
from their home commmities," any Zetter received i8 dedply 77

" appreciated,

. L
NEWSPAPERS (i OBSE'RVATIONJ S . . ’ e

_ There was no evulenaa of newapapers frommzyof the students’ fome . .
tounss” Every llavajo student asked why they could not get copies - T
of the Nawzjo Times. This appears to be a breakdown in communica- :
tiong and publw relations indirectly involving the lack of fmdzng
through the BIA - o

MAXTUM .ENROLLMENT. (oﬁsmmrrow - \ g L Y

?

Nort;szld—l!t Hermon is 1.9 st:udants under the mazimin enrollment.
If aduoamaml apportumtws are available and professwnal educators
do not taks every opportunity to fill all vacancies, B, P ..
W this 18 a dwservzée tq the young people thatwm'a co T

j . .
: A\
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5,

professiona 1obz1.gated to serve. Again, no partwular individual

®or organiaations is to blame, With a concentrqted p)‘DdeS'LOM.J
approdeh, be mmnq at the local level, ineluding managermst of
the M of the Bureau of Indian Affairé,‘these
problens can and will pe eolved in the irmediate Juture. If ¥
students are qualifiyed- for tuaa)progmn and have the imner desire
£’ obtain a solid college-prep academic program, then we, as pro-
fass;fonal educatorsf, are remisg in part of our dutics to halp

- these stlidents take giant steps in fulfilling their dreamg and ~ *

their. anbitions. If people are not mtlmg to help young veople
in their educational endeavors, taen perhaps, tnese same peopoe

are in trga wrong fzeld

COMYENDATION: .See Appendiz §1, Objective and Operating Plan for
197? wh{aiz will help to eliminate this problem,

1

STUDENT Ca-ﬂ'!bLJTS ( OBSaRVATION)

Every student that 18 now parthpatmg in the two ABC Programs
are very eatisfied thus, far. Eacn student indicated t:nay would
liks to see more parthpatwn from other students fmom their own .
tribe. Some students indicated the academic gchool year was a
long, long time to be away from their home, family, and fmends
with only ona bredx Lav Cnrigtmas vacation.

¥

-

RECOMMEFDATION: If the previous recommendations in the report
are constaerved, the student comments will be cZamfwd.

SUPERVISORY 0071’ JENTS (OBSERVATIN ON)

The' 8upervwoz' of the Regional ABC’ Offwe at Dartmauth has ex-

vpz"essed nis views pertaunng to tne values stwients recetived

from parthpatmg in tne A3C Progmma. However, fw.s*mtwns,
do exist, with the dslays in funding, lack of participation, com-
munications, public relamons, ete. All of these concerns nave
been expressed a number of ‘times and the same frustrations con-
tinug to broil and will contimue until decisionfs} are mads in
Washington, D.C., wiich will _determine the fate of the ABC
Program for Indian youih.

RECOMMEIDATION: See Appendiz #1g Objecf:ive and Operating PZZm‘ For
1977 which will help to eliminate these prophlema.

TEACHER COMMENTS (OBSERVATI ON)

"Taachers asaocwted with the Indwn pczrmcwar;ts of thege 4wo

-’

ABC Programs are 100 percent in support of the aims,. ob,yecﬁwes,
philosophy, and opparthi*te& pregented Lo tha partaczpants‘ in.
$HEFY programs. However, they are very ‘frustrated in the timg,
delays for fuading tng program for the 197677 school year, as
vebi=ae: ticse same delays cause a declzne _in enrollment as

. stated eaflier in this report, because privgte schoola cannot

operdte efficiently with empty beds in the. dorifitories., Two
teachers exprasded thanselz‘g,es with a lack®of* to-visual mtemale

- "'17

-
*e




v RN g g P .
e L @ p) ) . , ’ '
and textual materials available concerning Indian people of
North America. ’ . .

-

.RE'(,‘O}-!MEND}!TIOI'J: I pez;oonelly gave tiese teachers names, - - '
addresees, telephone mmbers of individuala wig would ba rgsource~
ful in tnis area. With better commmdcations and public relations
"+ this problem can be eliminated in the veily near juture.
N . - ‘3
JfVII " EXPAND AND REGIONALIZE ABC (OBSERVATION):

!

T -Two professional educabors guggested the ABC concept should be. .
- - ' by contracting with private,schools #mue in Albuguerque,
- ~ . .se Sdnta Fe, or Denver 3o the atuden%a would dét be physically )
PR vemoved so far-from home. The BIA Scnool System doss have ‘the
.* facilitiea, resources, and some persomncl that ave cppable of . ¥

handling the: ABC Program closer to fwme 'However, questions do
arise as to whather the cwrriculum would meet their individual
academic needs, the staff would meet the needs, and the acmint-
' strators would be able to cope with accdemically successful stu-'
dents on a limited basis. Tnese people also feel it iec robery
to remove talented studsnts from the home emyiromment and trans-
plant these peoplé 2,400 miles away in'a compleiely foreign
environmnent. However, ‘it should be pointed out that these
students, even though they are tmansplanted: hundreds of miles
. aay from home, .may have a better atmposphere fér learning to take
place without interference from home, community, family, reldtives,
TR /\;thheg‘wéb&%\grbupb/a)hq/mwtmp#ﬁwee: studenta.ipto social
: conditions that may. not be desireable. ﬂ%%zl ‘

R RECOMAENOATION: Nohe. Item #13 is a decision that mistiba™]
considerad within the Office of Indégn Lducation Programe. \1/,
T T . CONCLUSTON(S) . o [
- h ? . ~ T ) o "
Pinaneing Wz programs 18 very expengive. Excellent mie pro-

gramg are pery difficult to identify. Edacational opportunitiés arg

abundant. - Gifted stidents are the minority in the educational spectrun.

It is most difficult to obtain décisions relative to Govermment at tne

very be8t. It-is disgracéful that educational opportunities for Indian i,

youth are nearly strangéed and emothered because the finanei Jr these’

_programs o delayed. ipeople-to-Peoplé Relationships" could belnevitale .

taed \thwough the transfusion of mutyﬁ’l respect, cooperation, and under- .

standing which would provide a solid educational background for the

Indi }z‘aadez{s of tomorrow. . _
i ‘ J
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NORTHFIILD MOUNT HERMON SCHOOL/EAST NORTHFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS 01360

OFFICE OF THE px:hu:nr

:‘&ovember 3, 1976

%ﬁe Honorable Edward M. Kenhedy
United States Senator .
Washjington, D.C.

i

Deér\§enaﬁbr Kennedy - g PR oy A ‘ ;
; \ Congratulatlons on your most ‘recent landslide victory. - It is well
deserved .
\ 2 Y 5‘
- P reqently had a discouragang meetung with Mr. Paul Sward of
Albuquerque, New Mexico who works with the Resources Center of the, Bur
of Indian Affairs.< Northfield Mount, Hermon School has been- effectuvely
involved in helggng Native Apmerilcan youth prepare for college. Since 1973
* we-have earolled, 47 of whom-#43 went from us to higher education. This Is
an- unparralled sufcess ratio mage possible because we employ a full-time
counselor for these students an because our faculty and staff are_
commi tited” -to .the. program, ° v . :

\ 4

9
! But, the numbers trend is disastrous:

»f . <

1973-74 - 21 °
1974-75 - 15

1975-76 - 117, ; :
1976-77 - 7 - : :

The problems. seem<%o be twoffold Thegk has ‘been a’suspucnon that
_attendande here would causé young men and women )to abandon their tribal-
affectjon and copmi tment. - To the bést of dur knowledge, this has not happened.
If Native American enrotlment is. 15.0r more we.believera '*critical mass'" =

_ circumstance exists whi¢h promotes continued ¢oncern for tradition. -The \
second "problem seems to be the feeling that we wish to sKim the talent cream
from B1A boardlng schools. ~Unless.! am woefulfy misinformed, there are

~ thousands of youngsters who could benefit from an opportunity here who are
no% now enrolled in chal]engung schools. \

] ‘
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- This year we were informed in Se'ptembei that funding would be’
available for 2’ few additional Native Americanistudents. By then we were
full 15 overflowing and.were forced to decline. 'Hy sincere hope is thac
through your good offices we can identify funding possibilities and time-~
tables which will allow us to provide the experiences which so many promising

Native Amegican youth need. - .

. ¢ i b .. ." v > B e " Vg v e oon 0t « s . LT R P A
. ) Sincerely youfs, s comen . L
. - ¢ . P 3 /1 )i
. ‘ . .‘ ALl % L . .
) . ' : . _Howard L. Jopes o ’
-0 - . ’ President _ o "
- T . N - i . [}
--HLJ:bg -
! . . f $
cc Dr. William Demmert . .
. . Mr. John Meade o
~—— . .
R Mr. Paul Sward. : ..
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